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TOPIC: SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE

POLICY STATEMENT:

As directed by HAO Standards volunteers/staff of the NNPCN (N/PS) who have reasonable
grounds to suspect child abuse, will report the suspected abuse to the Children’s Aid Society in
accordance with the Child and Family Services Act, Section 72.

Note: “Reasonable grounds” are what an average person, given his or her training,
background and experience, exercising normal and honest judgment, would suspect.

PROCEDURE:

1. The volunteer/staff will:
e Report the suspected child abuse to the Children’s Aid intake worker
e Notify the Program Administrator
e Complete the Incident Report ( Form 027)

2. The Program Administrator/Team Leader or delegate will:
e Document the outcome
e Report the incident to the Chair of the Board
e Monitor and provide on-going supervision for the volunteer

If a civil action is brought against a person who made a report, that person will be
protected unless he or she acted maliciously or without reasonable grounds for his or
her suspicion. [CFSA s. 72(7)]
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